
 
 
 
Things move slowly here – people stop to chat as 
time takes a back seat. When you have to wait, relax 
and be patient. Locally owned businesses may be 
dealing with a diminished workforce due to the 
ongoing housing crisis. Please consider renting your 
cottage or garage apartment to a teacher, clerk, 
carpenter, nurse, fisherman, or server. We need them. 
 
Community is what makes living on this island 
special. We take care of each other. The uncertain 
future depends on our behavior, so we volunteer, 
contribute, and care for our resources, nature, and 
each other. 

 
 
 

Once you cross Deer Isle’s historic bridge, you 
will encounter a new way of life. The Island in 
navigable in 30 minutes. Because the roads are 
old, winding, and narrow, with blind curves, it is 
necessary to drive slowly. Be aware that wildlife 
may dart right in front of you. You may 
encounter cyclists, pedestrians, and runners on 
the narrow roads. Be vigilant and safe. 
 
Contrary to our relaxed driving, you may be 
closely followed by someone in a hurry. Please 
pull over when it is safe to do so and let them 
pass. 
 
 

 
 
 
Wells are interconnected with neighbor’s wells, and 
they do run dry. The Island water table runs low with 
the demands of summer activity, making it necessary 
to truck in drinking water.  
 
For conservation purposes: 

• Don’t run water needlessly 
• Flush only when necessary. Consider placing 

a jug in the tank to displace the volume of 
water. 

• Keep showers brief 
• Save laundry and dishes for a full load 
• Set up a rain barrel 
• Wait for the rain to wash your car 
• Mulch your gardens. Water gardens sparingly 

and never water your lawn 
• Watch for leaky faucets and garden hoses 
• When leaving for the winter, drain the pipes. 

In the past, frozen pipes have lost in excess of 
103,000 gallons of water locally. 

 
 
 
 
 
Please do not leave lights on unnecessarily. Night 
skies are impressive, and blackness is needed to 
see the glistening stars. Look up! The 
unforgettable sight will be your reward. Public 
electric vehicle charging stations are now located 
at the town office in Deer Isle and at Smalls Park 
by the Camden Bank in Stonington. 

 
 
 
On the island, we use Yankee ingenuity to reuse 
whenever possible. We have limited recycling at 
the present time, so we encourage the use of your 
own bags for retail shopping and groceries. 
Buying from local farmers, fishermen, and 
makers will avoid excess packaging, 
transportation and refrigeration, and it will boost 
the island’s economy. 
 
 
 
 
On the Island, fishing has been the livelihood for 
generations of hard-working individuals. Their 
way of life is now threatened by climate change, 
diminishing species of fish, and the rising cost of 
supplies. According to the Island Institute, 
approximately 20 miles of Maine’s 3500-mile 
coastline remains as working waterfront. 
If you have waterfront property, consider 
granting access to local clammers. Please respect 
private working piers; they are scenic, but a visit 
to them could impede daily activity.  
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This brochure offers suggestions 
from several islanders whose advice 
may enhance your stay and provide 

insights to life on this island. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
The mosses, ferns and lichen are part of a 
delicate ecosystem. In order to protect them, 
hike ONLY on marked trails. Please resist the 
temptation to investigate, take shortcuts or 
disrupt the vegetation. 
 
If your beloved dog is with you, please keep it 
leashed. Dog poop is a major pollutant, and it 
wards off creatures that live on these 
preserves. “Pack in, Pack out” is the mantra. 
Check with the Island Heritage Trust for 
preserves that allow dogs. Be sure to check 
your dog, your children and yourself after 
your hike. We are plagued with ticks, tick 
nymphs and Lyme disease. 
When preserve parking lots are full, resist the 
urge to park creatively and visit at a later 
time. 
 
The number of visitors to Deer Isle and 
Stonington reached an all-time high in 2021. 
The impact on Island resources has been 
dramatic. We welcome you to this beloved 
haven and ask for your cooperation in helping 
to preserve the way of life here.  
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Welcome to this  
awe-inspiring island. 

 
It is a revered place where 

time slows down and allows 
you to appreciate the world around you. 

 
As John Steinbeck said: 

“There is something about Deer Isle that 
opens no door to words.” 

Links to Information to Assist You   Trails  
 


